[Mobile computing in anaesthesiology and intensive care medicine. The practical relevance of portable digital assistants].
Portable digital assistants (PDAs) may be of value to the anaesthesiologist as development in medical care is moving towards "bedside computing". Many different portable computers are currently available and it is now possible for the physician to carry a mobile computer with him all the time. It is data base, reference book, patient tracking help, date planner, computer, book, magazine, calculator and much more in one mobile device. With the help of a PDA, information that is required for our work may be available at all times and everywhere at the point of care within seconds. In this overview the possibilities for the use of PDAs in anaesthesia and intensive care medicine are discussed. Developments in other countries, possibilities in use but also problems such as data security and network technology are evaluated.